
Ancient	Connection	Dossier	·	I20182
“Kapitan	Andreevo”	—	a	Bronze	Age	Thracian	man	on	your	direct	Q–BZ1499	line

Sample	I20182	(AADR	call	I20182.AG)		•		Publication	Lazaridis	et	al.	2022,	Science	(“Southern	Arc”)	—	doi:10.1126/science.abm4247
Shared	Y-node	with	Rodd	Q-BZ1499	—	on	your	direct	trunk	(Q1b2b1b2b2,	~3800	BCE),	the	step	above	BY62124	→	FTD73633

WHO	HE	WAS
I20182	was	a	young	adult	man,	18–25	years	old,	who	lived	in	Bronze	Age	Thrace	on	the	middle	Maritsa,	near	what	is	now	the	Bulgaria–
Turkey–Greece	tripoint.	His	remains	were	recovered	from	Pit	38	in	the	“Kyuchuk	Chair”	sector	of	the	Kapitan	Andreevo	site.	Unlike	the
Kurganniy	child,	this	is	not	a	cousin	branch:	he	carries	Q–BZ1499,	a	node	on	your	own	direct	paternal	trunk	—	a	Bronze	Age	man	still	bearing
the	specific	lineage	that	leads	down	to	you,	roughly	five	thousand	years	ago.

INDIVIDUAL	RECORD
SITE	&	CONTEXT Kapitan	Andreevo	→	“Kyuchuk	Chair”	sector	→	Pit	38
COORDINATES 41.73°	N,	26.33°	E	—	Haskovo	Prov.,	Svilengrad	Mun.,	Bulgaria

SEX	/	AGE	AT	DEATH Male	•	18–25	years	(young	adult)
CULTURAL	PHASE Early–Middle	Bronze	Age	(AADR	group	Bulgaria_KapitanAndreevo_EBA_MBA);	regional	Ezero	/	Pit-Grave

horizon
DATE Contextual	(archaeological,	not	14C):	3000–1300	BCE	bracket;	AADR	midpoint	≈	2150	BCE.	Most

plausibly	3rd-millennium	EBA.
Y-DNA Q–BZ1499		(ISOGG	Q1b2b1b2b2~)	—	confirmed	in	AADR,	not	only	FTDNA
MTDNA J1c+16261
SAMPLED	ELEMENT Petrous	bone	(cochlea)
DATA	QUALITY 3.0×	autosomal	coverage;	793,791	SNPs	(1240k);	mtDNA	87×;	contamination	≈	0.6–1%;	damage	0.31;

endogenous	27.7%;	single-stranded	USER	library;	AADR	assessment:	Pass
KINSHIP	/	ROH No	relatives	in	dataset;	no	runs	of	homozygosity	(parents	not	closely	related)
RAW	DATA ENA:	PRJEB54831		•		AADR	PID	14923

THE	SITE	&	EXCAVATION
Kapitan	Andreevo	is	a	large	multi-period	site	on	the	middle	Maritsa,	dug	largely	as	rescue	archaeology	along	the	“Maritsa”	motorway	and	the
Plovdiv–Svilengrad	railway.	First	documented	in	the	1990s,	it	was	excavated	over	about	a	hectare	in	2012	under	Stanislav	Iliev,	exposing
370+	structures.	Iliev	is	a	co-author	on	the	Southern	Arc	paper	—	the	direct	link	from	this	dig	to	the	DNA.	I20182’s	pit	sits	in	the	Early	Bronze
Age	horizon	of	that	sequence:

Period Evidence	at	the	site

Late	Neolithic	(late	6th–early	5th	mill.	BCE) White-painted	pottery	complex;	large	sunken-floored	building	(~18×14	m);	a	Neolithic	grave
Early–Middle	Bronze	Age	(3rd	mill.	BCE) Pit	features	incl.	Pit	38,	Kyuchuk	Chair	—	I20182;	Ezero-horizon	region

Early	Iron	Age	(~1100–500	BCE) Dense	“pit	field”	(Psenichevo	culture);	later	aDNA	work	sampled	16	EIA	individuals	here
Late	Iron	Age	(Thracian) Ritual	pit	complexes	typical	of	Maritsa-valley	Thrace
Early	Medieval Settlement	traces

GENEALOGICAL	SIGNIFICANCE
This	is	one	of	your	closest-type	ancient	connections.	Where	the	Kurganniy	child	(KUG003)	sat	on	a	cousin	branch,	I20182	sits	on	the	trunk
itself:	FTDNA	and	the	AADR	both	place	him	at	Q–BZ1499	(Q1b2b1b2b2),	the	direct	ancestor-node	just	above	your	BY62124	→	FTD73633.	He
anchors	a	Balkan	/	Thracian	chapter	of	the	line	in	the	Bronze	Age.	Per	your	own	standing	note,	though,	the	three	BZ1499	anchors	(Kapitan
Andreevo,	Novozavedennoye,	Sarrebourg)	should	not	be	read	as	a	linear	west-ward	route	at	current	sampling	density	—	this	is	one	dated	point
on	your	branch,	not	a	demonstrated	migration	path.

DOCUMENTED	(FROM	DATA)
Sex,	age	(18–25),	pit	context	(Pit	38,	Kyuchuk	Chair)
Y-DNA	Q–BZ1499	&	mtDNA	J1c+16261
Coordinates;	EBA–MBA	group	assignment
Quality	metrics	(Pass,	3.0×,	low	contamination)
Excavation:	Kapitan	Andreevo,	2012,	S.	Iliev

INFERRED	/	CONTEXTUAL

Date	is	contextual,	not	14C	—	the	wide	bracket	is	archaeological;	best
estimate	3rd-millennium	EBA.
Ezero-culture	attribution	is	a	regional	inference,	not	a	per-sample
statement	in	the	paper.
No	migration	route	implied	by	the	BZ1499	anchors.

UPDATES	FOR	YOUR	SHEET
REFINE 		Location	→	add	coordinates	41.73	N,	26.33	E	and	context	Pit	38,	Kyuchuk	Chair.	Period	→	EBA–MBA	(contextual),	midpoint	~2150
BCE.	“Actual	Subclade”	→	Q1b2b1b2b2~	(Q-BZ1499),	per	AADR.	Cultural	group	→	refine	“Bronze	Age	Balkan”	to	EBA–MBA	Thrace	(Ezero
horizon).
RESOLVED 		No	standalone	dig	monograph	needed	—	the	excavation	is	the	2012	Kapitan	Andreevo	campaign	(S.	Iliev);	the	burial	context	(Pit
38)	and	all	metadata	are	captured	in	the	AADR	v66	record	above.

Sources.	Individual	record:	Allen	Ancient	DNA	Resource	v66	(Poseidon	AADR_v66_p1_1240K,	ID	I20182.AG).	First	publication:	Lazaridis	et	al.	2022,	Science	377,	eabm4247.	Site	&	excavation:	FASTI
Online	(Kapitan	Andreevo,	S.	Iliev,	2012);	Popov	et	al.	2007	/	Popov	&	Grozdanova	2008	(Maritsa	rescue	reports);	regional	EBA	horizon	after	Alexandrov	et	al.			Compiled	for	R.	Rathkamp’s	Q-FTD73633
Ancient	Connections	project;	documented	facts	and	inferences	kept	separate	by	design.



Part	II	·	The	world	he	lived	in

well-supported 	archaeological	consensus				 inference 	reasonable,	not	certain				 speculative 	plausible,	unproven

After	the	collapse
I20182	lived	in	the	wake	of	an	unravelling.	The	brilliant	Copper	Age	world	of	the	eastern	Balkans	—	the	gold-rich	Varna	and	Karanovo-VI	tell	cultures	—
had	broken	down	during	the	4th	millennium.	His	Ezero	culture	(~3300–2700	BCE)	was	a	starker	Bronze	Age	reboot	of	Upper	Thrace:	old	lowland	tells
reoccupied	with	modest	wattle-and-daub	houses,	and	pottery	that	shifted	abruptly	to	plain	grey-brown-black	wares	—	the	ornate	painted	vessels	and
figurines	of	the	older	world	simply	gone.

Farmers	behind	walls
The	economy	was	mixed	farming:	wheat	and	barley,	legumes,	and	herds	of	cattle,	sheep,	and	goat,	with	hunting	as	a	supplement,	on	the	fertile	soils	of	the
Maritsa	basin.	Tellingly,	Ezero	settlements	were	fortified	—	ditches,	ramparts,	and	palisades,	sometimes	rebuilt	in	successive	stages	—	a	landscape	in
which	defence	against	rivals	or	raiders	was	a	routine	concern.

Technology	&	the	material	world
This	was	a	tin-bronze	economy	(roughly	3–7%	tin):	dress	pins,	axes,	and	leaf-shaped	spearheads,	drawing	copper	and	tin	from	Balkan	sources	such	as	the
Strandzha	mountains	and	plugged	into	a	Carpathian–Balkan	metallurgical	network.	The	potter’s	wheel	was	arriving	from	the	south	—	local	imitations	of
Aegean	wheel-made	cups	and	Anatolian	red-slipped	wares	appear	in	Ezero	contexts.

On	the	Aegean–Anatolian	road
The	Maritsa	valley	was	a	natural	corridor	linking	the	interior	Balkans	to	the	Aegean	and,	across	the	straits,	to	the	Anatolian	world	of	Troy	I–II.	 inference
Ezero	communities	traded	styles,	pottery	forms,	and	metal	along	this	route,	so	I20182’s	world	was	connected	rather	than	isolated,	even	if	his	own
settlement	was	a	modest	one.

Newcomers	from	the	steppe	—	and	his	own	line
Here	I20182’s	lineage	speaks.	The	Early	Bronze	Age	in	Thrace	coincides	with	intrusions	of	steppe	pastoralists:	east-oriented	barrow	burials	of	Pit-Grave
(Yamnaya-related)	type	appear	in	Upper	Thrace	around	the	turn	of	the	4th–3rd	millennium,	and	some	researchers	tie	the	end	of	earlier	settlements	to
incoming	herders.	A	young	man	carrying	the	steppe-derived	Q-BZ1499	lineage,	in	an	Early	Bronze	Age	Thracian	pit,	is	a	personal-scale	echo	of	that
documented	mixing.	 inference 	Whether	his	family	were	long-settled	Thracians	with	distant	steppe	ancestry	or	nearer	arrivals,	the	record	can’t	yet	say.

The	pit,	and	an	early	death
He	was	found	in	a	pit	(Pit	38).	Pit-digging	—	for	storage,	refuse,	and	at	times	ritual	deposition	or	human	burial	—	is	a	deep	and	long-lived	Thracian
practice.	 inference 	Whether	his	was	a	formal	grave	or	another	kind	of	deposition	isn’t	clear	from	the	record.	He	died	young,	at	18–25;	the	cause	is
unknown.

MOST	SPECULATIVE	THREADS
Language:	“Thracian”	as	a	named	Indo-European	tongue	is	an	Iron	Age	attestation	more	than	a	millennium	later;	in	the	Early	Bronze	Age	the	population	was	still
being	reshaped	by	steppe	admixture,	so	his	everyday	speech	is	guesswork.	 speculative 	His	appearance,	dress,	beliefs,	and	the	circumstances	of	his	death
leave	no	trace	in	what	survives.


